Napa Valley Cabernet:
Best Value 2018 Wines
Under $50

91

A bushel of inviting blue and purple
fruits on the nose.The palate is spongy
and sweet but with impressive balance
and complexity at this price point.
The finish ends with fine tannins and
beaming acidity. Highly recommended;
a truly fantastic value. 85% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 10% Merlot, 3% Cabernet
Franc and 2% Petit Verdot.

94

Very pretty sweet-berry and bark character to the blueberry and black-cherry
aromas that follow through to a medium to full body with firm, silky tannins
and a creamy finish. Nicely crafted and
balanced. Very drinkable now and beautiful, but best after 2023.

pts

pts

Sauvignon Blanc
Centa Vineyard
Saint Helena, Napa Valley

91

“Gentle aromas of lemon
zest, green apple, wet stone
and a hint of chamomile. It’s
medium-bodied with bright
acidity. Subtle, mineral
expression of sauvignon
blanc. Drink now.”
- James
Suckling

Chardonnay
Napa Valley, Ca

89
“Ripe pineapple, mango, lemon
curd and caramel on the
nose with a hint of
marmalade. It’s fullbodied and creamy
with rich
flavors. Drink
now.”
- James
Suckling

Chardonnay
Corotto Vineyard
Los Carneros, Napa Valley

92
“Cooked peach and
apple, flint and
butterscotch on the
nose, followed by
blanched almonds and
chamomile. It’s fullbodied with crisp acidity.
Pretty focus. Drink now.”
- James Suckling

Chardonnay
Bacigalupi Vineyard
Russian River Valley

93

“Year’s Best California
Chardonnays”
- Wine & Spirits

The wine melds savory
and sweet notes in a way
that brings to mind
an old-fashioned Italianate
California style—the dried
citrus flavors of pannetone, savory
sorrel and bitter herbs, fresh and mild yellow plum... One
panelist described a balance between early- and late-harvested fruit,
lasting on light notes of flowers and spice. The flavors develop with
air, holding clean and tight, refined and lasting. —J.G.

Dusty Red
Red Blend
Napa Valley, Ca

92

“Sweet berries with sweet
tobacco and violets on the
nose, as well as roses. Subtle
and complex. Medium-bodied
with tannins that melt into
the wine, providing beautiful
polish to the texture and finish.
Drink in 2022 and onwards.”
- James Suckling

Cabernet Franc
Napa Valley, Ca

93
“A lovely
cabernet franc
with blackberry,
walnut, redwood
and hints of
bark. It’s full
with a creamy
and firm
tannin texture.
Flavorful
finish. Shows
polish and
length. Better
to drink after
2023.”
- James
Suckling

Cabernet Sauvignon
Three Clones
Napa Valley, Ca

94

“Napa Valley Cabernet:
Best Value 2018 Wines
Under $50” - Decanter

“Very pretty
sweetberry
and bark
character
to the
blueberry
and blackcherry aromas
that follow
through to a
medium to full
body with firm,
silky tannins and
a creamy finish.
Nicely crafted
and balanced. Very
drinkable now and
beautiful, but best after
2023.” - James Suckling

Cabernet Sauvingon
Reserve - Centa Vineyard
Saint Helena, Napa Valley

93
“The 2016
Cabernet
Sauvignon
Centa
Vineyard is
terrific. Dark
cherry, cedar,
tobacco,
lavender, grilled herbs and
earthy notes are finely
sketched in this superexpressive mid-weight
Cabernet Sauvignon. All the
elements are impeccably
balanced. There is plenty to
enjoy and admire here.”
- Antonio Galloni

